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Kia ora whānau, 

This week, I had the privilege of attending the Kahu Hui (Assembly). It was wonderful to see our tamariki 
being acknowledged and celebrated for their excellent learning, positive attitudes, and behaviour. 

One of the highlights for me this year has been noticing the very positive shift in our Year 7 and 8 students 
— both in the way they engage with their learning programmes and processes, and the way they conduct 
themselves around the school. The growth in leadership, responsibility, and commitment to learning has 
been extremely pleasing to see. 

Full credit must go to both our tamariki and kaiako for the hard work, high expectations, and positive 
relationships that are helping to create such a strong learning culture within our senior school. 

The weather over the last few weeks has been absolutely beautiful — crisp, cold mornings leading into 
sunny, warm days. With the changing of the seasons, our lost property collection at school has also started 
to grow. Children often arrive bundled up in extra layers and then remove jackets, jerseys, and shoes as 
the day warms up. 

Please ensure that all of your child’s clothing is clearly named so we can return items to their correct owners 
— including shoes. Naming clothing makes a huge difference and helps reunite lost items quickly. 

At breaktimes and over the weekends, some children decided to recreate the Nile River in our athletics 
long jump pit on the field! We suspect this may have been inspired by recent learning about ancient 
civilisations. Unfortunately, the project resulted in the long jump pit needing to be filled in and rebuilt in a 
different location. 

A huge thank you goes to our property team, Ian and 
Nathan, who spent four days constructing the new 
long jump pit. We would also like to extend a special 
thank you to the amazing local company, Magnum 
Hire, for generously loaning us their small digger for 
four days. Their support made a real difference to 
the project, helping the work to be completed 
efficiently and to a high standard, and we are very 
grateful for their willingness and generosity to 
support our school. 

We love that our community is able to enjoy and use our playgrounds and play spaces after school and 
during weekends. We simply ask that everyone respects these areas and ensures they are used for their 
intended purposes so all students can continue to enjoy them safely. 

Recently, we shared the dates for two Teacher Only Days in Terms 3 and 4. These days will allow teaching 
staff to complete Ministry of Education Mathematics professional development. Please make sure you 
enter these dates into your calendar: Friday, 28 August and Tuesday, 27 October. 

As I am sure you are aware through the news and social media, there are significant and rapid changes 
currently underway within New Zealand education.  
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We are striving to stay ahead of these changes and ensure the very best learning opportunities for our 
tamariki. Staff have been spending considerable time learning about the new initiatives and implementing 
them within our learning programmes.  

This has involved numerous meetings, professional learning sessions, and conferences — some of which 
have taken place during weekends. 

The next major change relates to reporting to parents. Last term, we shared information regarding updates 
to our reporting processes. Leading into this change there has been public discussion about assessment 
changes. I would like to highlight an important point: assessment tools and tests (ie SMART) are only one 
part of the information we use when making decisions about your child’s progress and achievement levels. 
Teachers use a wide range of evidence and professional judgement to build a complete picture of each 
learner. This is the information that will be shared in your child’s report. 

The Ministry of Education recently released statements about reporting changes. The information 
presented below includes a link to the Ministry of Education Parent Portal, which provides useful 
explanations about the new reporting formats and processes. The webpage also contains a short, easy-to-
understand explanatory video. 

Your child’s school reports will be available on the last day of term via HERO, and parent interviews will be 
held during Week 2 of Term 3. 

As always, we are available to answer any questions you may have. 

Statement from the Ministry of Education to Support Schools with Reporting to Parents and Whānau 

We have introduced new curriculum this year for Maths & Statistics and English for Years 0–10, and Te Reo 
Rangatira and Pāngarau Tau 0-10 wāhanga ako. 

This means we are currently changing from the old to the new curriculum. We want to acknowledge that 
schools and kura will only have been using the new curriculum from the start of 2026, which includes new 
teaching and assessment methods and content. 

Because of this, you could see a change in your child’s progress or achievement compared to previous 
years, which may be the result of changes in the curriculum expectations for your child’s year level. 

If you have concerns or questions about your child’s achievement, we strongly suggest talking with your 
child’s teacher or kaiako. They will also have used their own observations, classroom tasks and other tests 
when reporting on the progress your child or tamaiti is making. 

The Ministry has provided new reporting guidelines to align with the revised New Zealand Curriculum. 

To report student progress against the new curriculum, schools will explain progress using five progress 
levels –emerging, developing, consolidating, proficient and exceeding. 

Schools will start using the new reporting components during 2026, so you may not see all the changes in 
your child’s report until next year. 

For more information, see Reporting to Parents and Whānau on the Ministry’s Parent Portal. 

Ngā mihi nui, 
Adam Cels  

 

 

mailto:office@whenuapai.school.nz
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    Dates for your diary …. 

Tuesday – 26 May  
Year 4 - Museum Trip 
Trees for Survival Trip 

Wednesday – 17 June 

6.00pm – School Board Meeting 

Wednesday – 27 May  

Year 7&8 – NW Basketball (Boys) 
Year 3 - Museum Trip 

Thursday – 25 June 

Senior Campus Lockdown Training 
HPSS Parent Kōrero Evening 

Monday – 1 June 

Kings Birthday - No School 

Friday – 26 June 

Junior Campus Lockdown Training 

Thursday – 4 June 

Year 8 Massey High Day 

Tuesday – 30 June 

Year 5-8 NW Hockey 

Friday – 5 June 

Year 7/8 – NW Table Tennis 

Thursday – 2 July 

Matariki Celebration 

Thursday – 11 June 

Year 5/6 – NW Football 

Friday – 3 July 

Last day of Term 2 

             

 

Scholastics Book Club - Issue 4  

 

 

CLICK HERE TO ORDER 
ONLINE  

 

mailto:office@whenuapai.school.nz
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Science of Learning (SoL) 

Why Consistency is Our Greatest Teaching Tool 

At Whenuapai, we believe that behaviour isn’t something to be ‘managed’ - it is 
something to be taught. 

The Science of Learning: Why Structure Matters 

Research in the Science of Learning (SoL) consistently shows that students thrive 
when their environment is structured and predictable. Behaviour, like reading and 
maths, must be explicitly taught. Students need clear steps and consistent responses 
to learn self-regulation. When a student knows exactly what happens next, their 
brain can shift out of ‘survival mode’ and into ‘learning mode’. Calm, predictable 
responses help students return to learning faster 

• Behaviour is a Curriculum: Like 
reading and maths, self-regulation 
must be explicitly taught. 

• Reducing Cognitive Load: When 
routines are consistent, students 
don't have to waste mental energy 
wondering how a teacher will react. 
This reduces anxiety and frees up 
space for academic focus. 

• The Power of Calm: Predictable 
responses from adults help 
students de-escalate and return to 
learning faster. 

 

The Positive Pathways Process, 
alongside our Unexpected Behaviour 
Flowchart, is a roadmap of clear, 
predictable steps for both teachers 
and students. It ensures a consistent 
response across all classrooms, and 
opportunities for students to refocus, 
regulate, and return to learning, 
moving from a simple prompt to more 
intensive support. 
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It creates a system that teaches expected behaviour, not just reacts to unexpected behaviour. 
 

Step What the Adult Does What the Student Learns Science of Learning (SoL) Link 

Remind Prompt expected 
behaviour 

What the ‘right’ behaviour 
looks like 

Retrieval: Recalling 
expectations from long-term 
memory. 

Refocus Redirect and support How to get back on track Attention: Managing focus and 
self-regulation. 

Relocate Change the 
environment 

Behaviour has a 
consequence 

Context: Understanding how 
the environment affects 
choices. 

Remove Co-regulate and 
reflect 

How to regulate emotions Co-regulation: Moving toward 
independent self-regulation. 

Support SLT/Team Leader 
support 

Behaviour is taken 
seriously 

Safety: Consistency creates a 
secure learning environment. 

The Big Idea: Predictability Predicts Ability 

The logic is simple but powerful: 

• When adults are predictable, students become predictable.  
• When students are predictable, classrooms become calm.  
• When classrooms are calm, learning improves. 

When students know the ‘why’ and the ‘how’ behind every step, they develop the confidence to 
problem-solve and self-correct. 

Strategies for Success 

• What We Expect = What We Get - clarity is the key to success. We set high expectations 
early because students can only meet a standard they clearly understand. 

• If You Expect It, Pre-correct It - we aim to get ahead of the curve. By verbalising explicit 
expectations eg: "Before we start, clear everything off your desk except a pencil" we 
provide the scaffolding students need to succeed before a mistake is even made. 

By following the same behaviour response chart across every classroom, we aren't just 
‘disciplining’, we are building a consistent, safe, and effective learning culture for every child. 
 

mailto:office@whenuapai.school.nz
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Pink Shirt Day was so much 
more than a celebration of 

colour. 

A huge arohanui to everyone 
who wore pink and showed 

their support again this year. 
It was wonderful to see our 
school filled with pink as we 

stood up against bullying, 
promoted kindness, inclusion, 
and respect, and spread the 
message that every person 

deserves to feel safe, valued, 
and accepted for who they 

are. 

At Whenuapai School, we 
know that small acts of 
kindness can make a big 
difference. Whether it is 

including someone in a game, 
speaking up when something 
is not right, or simply showing 
compassion towards others, 
every action helps create a 
stronger, safer, and more 
caring school community. 

Thank you to our amazing 
students, staff, and whānau 
for embracing the kaupapa 
and standing together as 

Upstanders against bullying.  

Let’s continue to carry the 
spirit of Pink Shirt Day beyond 
today by choosing kindness, 
showing respect, and looking 

out for one another every 
day. 

I ō mahi katoa, haere me te 
ngākau aroha - In everything 

you do, go with a loving 

heart.     

 
 

Thank You for Supporting Pink Shirt Day!     

mailto:office@whenuapai.school.nz
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Online Safety Hub + Parent Safety APP (Qustodio) 
Whenuapai School families have access to our Online Safety Hub through Linewize by Qoria, providing a 
range of helpful resources, practical strategies, and expert guidance to support children’s online safety 
and digital wellbeing. 

The Hub helps parents and caregivers stay informed and engaged with their child’s online world and 
includes access to the Qustodio Parent App — a tool used globally to support healthy online habits. 

Visit our Safety Hub at:   https://whenuapai.onlinesafetyhub.nz/ 

Parents can access free “My School” Qustodio, which provides tools to help manage safer online use at 
home, including: 

• Managing screen time, apps, social media, and YouTube across devices 

• Receiving alerts for concerning searches or activity 

• Filtering and blocking websites, apps, games, and content 

• Setting screen-free times by pausing internet or locking devices 

Qustodio works on iOS, Android, Chromebooks, and Windows, and also integrates with Apple Screen Time 
and Google Family Link. 

Getting started is simple: 

1. Visit the Whenuapai School Online Safety Hub 

2. Create a free parent account  

3. Install Qustodio on your child’s devices to set up monitoring and safety features 

Helpful Resources This Week 

We encourage parents to explore these helpful articles available through our Online Safety Hub: 

The ABC Model for Digital Safety and Wellbeing 

The ABC Model for creating a safe online environment includes three key steps:  

Access, Boundaries, and Communication. 

o Access involves implementing safety settings, parental 

controls, and privacy measures on devices to ensure 
safe online access. 

o Boundaries include creating a family tech agreement, setting clear rules for online behaviour, and 

having screen routines to manage device usage, emphasising both positive and negative 
consequences. 

o Communication focuses on engaging in conversations with your child about online safety early 
and often, making these part of everyday family chat. 

 

mailto:office@whenuapai.school.nz
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https://whenuapai.onlinesafetyhub.nz/
https://whenuapai.onlinesafetyhub.nz/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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For our Policies and 
Procedures please visit 

SchoolDocs at:  

www.schooldocs.co.nz/ 

User – whenuapai  
Password – airport 

Copyright: Except where stated, the 
content on this site is the copyright 

of SchoolDocs Ltd. It may not be 
reproduced without written 
permission from SchoolDocs. 

 

 
 
 

sKids - Before and After School Care 

 

School 
Notices: 

Staff Professional 
Development 
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Click here for a free assessment & trial lesson. 

Email: northwest@numberworks.com 

 

https://swim.school.nz/ 

5 Rawiri Place, Hobsonville. 

Ph: 09 666 0240 
hobsonville@hiltonbrownswimming.co.nz 

 

 
 

 

mailto:office@whenuapai.school.nz
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Help us reduce waste at school by packing a 
waste-free lunchbox!  
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Supporting Local Mums – New 9:30am Fitness Class 

Many mums in our community are currently feeling: 

 Constantly tired and running on empty 

 Overwhelmed juggling everyone else’s needs 

 Lacking confidence and not quite feeling like themselves 
 
Our goal is to provide a supportive space where they can focus on 
themselves again, even if it’s just for 45 minutes. 

Regular exercise can make a huge difference by: 
• Boosting energy levels throughout the day 
• Reducing stress and providing a mental reset 
• Improving strength and overall fitness 
• Rebuilding confidence 
• Giving mums some well-deserved “me time” without guilt 

 

 NEW CLASS ALERT – 9:30AM  

Mums… this one is for YOU 

School drop-off done and now it’s finally your time. 

We’ve added a brand new 9:30am class to our timetable — designed 

perfectly for mums who are ready to focus on themselves again  
 

 This isn’t about being the fittest in the room 
 It’s about showing up, moving your body, and feeling better 
 You’ll be surrounded by supportive women who just get it 

DRILL Bootcamp 

 The Foundry 2, 90 Hobsonville Road 
 Time: 9:30am 

 Perfect after school drop-off 

Sign up or learn more here: 

https://drillbootcamp.pushpress.com/landing/plans/plan_5ffe91052d6d
4a 
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