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Kia ora e te whānau, 

The term is moving very quickly, and it’s hard to believe there are only two weeks left  
until the school holidays! There is still a lot happening in classrooms, and it has been wonderful to see how well our 
tamariki are doing. 

Our tamariki continue to impress us with their learning and behaviour. They are showing enthusiasm, trying their 
best each day, and settling well into our classroom routines. Later in this newsletter you’ll also find some information 
about how we teach and support positive behaviour expectations at school. 

Changes to School Reporting for 2026 

Over the past year the government has introduced several changes to education. One of the most recent changes 
is how schools report student progress to parents and whānau. 

After reviewing the expectations from the Ministry of Education and examples provided through HERO, we will 
introduce the following reporting process for 2026: 

• End of Term 1 - HERO post on how your child has settled into school. 
• End of Term 2 -  HERO written report for Reading, Writing, and Mathematics. 
• Start of Term 3 -  Parent–teacher interviews. 
• End of Term 4 -  HERO written report for Reading, Writing, and Mathematics. 

Each report will include: 

• Your child’s achievement level, shown using progress descriptors 
• A visual graph showing your child’s progress over time (similar to the current HERO graphs) 
• A teacher comment explaining what your child has learned and why the progress level was selected 
• Next learning steps and suggestions for how parents and whānau can support learning at home 
• Your child’s attendance record 

Assessment Results  

We are still finalising how assessment results will be shared with families. This is because schools will begin using 
the new SMART assessment tool introduced by the Education Minister. One challenge with this system is that results 
are typically not available until about six weeks after the assessments are completed. 

All schools in New Zealand must complete these assessments within the same short timeframe. Because of this, the 
results from Term 2 assessments may not be available until Term 3. 

We will share more information with you once we have clearer guidance. 

Understanding the Progress Descriptors  

Reports will indicate your child’s achievement level using a five-point Progress Descriptor scale.  The following 
explains each level. 

1. Emerging 

Your child: 
• Is beginning to understand learning ideas for their year level with a lot of support. 
• Sometimes uses what they have learned but usually needs help. 
• Is making early progress with significant support. 
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2. Developing 

Your child: 
• Is starting to understand key ideas, often with some support. 
• Can remember facts and use learning in familiar situations with a little help. 
• Is making progress toward the expectations for their year level. 

3. Consolidating 

Your child: 
• Is learning to use strategies independently to support their learning. 
• Is improving at remembering and applying what they have learned. 
• Is beginning to use knowledge in new situations. 
• Can share ideas and reflect on what they could improve. 

4. Proficient 

Your child: 
• Can use helpful learning techniques on their own and knows how to use them well. 
• Can use what they've learned in different situations without help. 
• Can often use what they know in new situations. 
• Can share their thoughts clearly and explain their reasoning. 
• Often shares their ideas to build knowledge. 

5. Exceeding 

Your child: 
• Shows advanced thinking and problem-solving skills. 
• Makes strong connections between different learning areas. 
• Demonstrates deeper understanding of ideas. 
• Uses knowledge creatively and thoughtfully in challenging situations. 

HERO Curriculum Progress 

You may have noticed that the curriculum progress dials are currently disabled in HERO. 

This is because our learning goals are now based on the Revised Curriculum, which uses year-level goals. Students 
have the entire year to achieve these goals, and we are still working on the best way to show meaningful progress 
to parents during the year. 

This is our current plan for Reports to Parents in 2026. Education is rapidly changing, and we will keep you informed 
if we need to adjust this plan. 

Have a great week, 

Adam Cels  
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    Dates for your diary …. 

Monday  - 23 March 
NW Swimming (Years 6-8) 

Monday – 30 March 
FoW Juicie Monday 
• Keep an eye out for more 

details soon 
23 – 27 March 
Walk or Wheel to School Week 

Tuesday – 24 March  
NW Year 7&8 Orienteering 
Tui Team Zoo Trip 

Thursday – 2 April  
Last Day of Term 1 

Wednesday – 25 March  
6.00pm – Board Meeting 

Easter and  

School Holiday Break. 

Term 2 starts: 

Monday  

20 April 2026 

Thursday – 26 March  
NW Year 7&8 Tennis 
Air Base Tough Kid Event   

             
Scholastics Book Club - Issue 1 out now! 

   

CLICK HERE TO ORDER ONLINE  

 
 

   Road Safety Reminder    

We kindly remind all parents and caregivers 
about the importance of road safety in and 

around the school.  

  Please do not drop children off in the 
middle of the road or on the lines at the 

pedestrian crossing.  

   For everyone’s safety, we ask that you 
park in the designated parking areas and 
always use the pedestrian crossing when 
entering or leaving the school grounds. 

Let’s work together to keep our tamariki safe 
every day! 

 

Consultation Now Open – Te Pae School Enrolment Scheme 

The consultation process for the proposed enrolment scheme for the new school in Massey,         
Te Pae School, is now open. 

The Ministry of Education has released details of the proposed enrolment zone, which can be 
viewed at the link below. 

We encourage our community to take a look and share any feedback by completing the survey: 
 

Ministry of Education - Te Pae School New Enrolment Scheme 
 
Your input is an important part of this process. 

                                        

 

 

 

mailto:office@whenuapai.school.nz
https://www.scholastic.co.nz/parents/book-club-parents/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.education.govt.nz_have-2Dyour-2Dsay_te-2Dpae-2Dschool-2Dnew-2Denrolment-2Dscheme_details&d=DwMF_w&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=riMejRjFSdQq8jhvPkd8w8rRplylmWiBQGwSfdf9ejE&m=I1DeMjGxfbNZ42dQaPE3uTO8dwE0wg88amuOJd-MNfE2T2Ga5GlWmOgYbYHd_YMN&s=ige-VHQN5BsZZ3GagHpM-3hilV25rBnoQRlPhW40vbY&e=


   Whenuapai School Newsletter  |  Tuesday 17 March 2026  |  Term 1 Newsletter 2026  

14 Airport Road, Auckland 0618  |  Phone: 09 416 8779  |  office@whenuapai.school.nz  |  www.whenuapai.school.nz 

  

Science of Learning 
As we continue to strengthen our teaching through the Science of Learning (SoL), many 
whānau have already shared that their children are now able to explain their learning more 
clearly at home - sharing what they learned that day, how they practised it, and what they 
will be working on next. This clarity helps build confidence and strengthens understanding. 

Alongside our SoL approach, we are continuing to develop a Behaviour Curriculum across 
the school. This recognises that positive behaviour, just like reading or maths, needs to be 
explicitly taught, practised, and reinforced. 

Children are not expected to simply “know” how to behave in every situation. Instead, we 
take the time to teach the behaviours that help everyone learn and feel safe at school. 

This approach is informed by international educational research and emphasises that clear 
expectations and consistent routines create calm classrooms where learning can thrive. 

At Whenuapai School, this means we explicitly teach and model behaviours such as: 

• Listening when others are speaking 

• Following instructions the first time 

• Working respectfully with classmates 

• Managing frustration and solving problems appropriately 

• Moving safely and respectfully around the school 

These expectations are taught, practised and revisited regularly, just like any other part of 
the curriculum. 

You may have noticed our teachers using: 

• Clear and consistent routines 

• Explicit teaching of expectations 

• Positive reinforcement when students 
meet expectations 

• Calm and predictable responses when 
behaviour needs correcting 

When expectations are clear and consistent, 
students feel safer, calmer, and more confident, 
which allows them to focus fully on their learning. 

Together, our SoL approach and Behaviour 
Curriculum help us create classrooms where every 
child can feel secure, supported, and ready to 
learn. 
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For our Policies and 
Procedures please visit 

SchoolDocs at:  

www.schooldocs.co.nz/ 

User – whenuapai  
Password – airport 

Copyright: Except where stated, the 
content on this site is the copyright 

of SchoolDocs Ltd. It may not be 
reproduced without written 
permission from SchoolDocs. 

 

 
 
 

sKids - Before and After School Care 

 

School 
Notices: 
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Click here for a free assessment & trial lesson. 

Email: northwest@numberworks.com 

 
 

Hilton Brown Hobsonville 

https://swim.school.nz/ 

5 Rawiri Place, Hobsonville. 

Ph: 09 666 0240 

hobsonville@hiltonbrownswimming.co.
nz 
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Linewise  
 

 

Linewize is a FREE online safety tool available to all our families and here's how it can help: 

• See What Your Child Sees: Linewize allows you to see a filtered report of your child's browsing 
activity, including websites and search terms. This gives you a springboard for discussions about 
online content. 

• Spark Conversations: Use Linewize reports to talk to your child about what they find interesting 
online. This is a great opportunity to teach critical thinking skills and discuss online dangers. 

• Set Boundaries Together: Linewize allows you to set website filters and time limits for your child's 
internet use. Work with your child to create a safe and responsible online routine. 

For more information, please visit https://whenuapai.onlinesafetyhub.nz/ 

Our school is proud of the work we do to foster and promote positive relationships and social skills 
through our restorative PB4L approach. We place great emphasis on our core values and provide 
engaging behaviour lessons to empower students to make positive choices. 

With your help and support, we can continue to guide our  
tamariki on their journey towards responsible online 
behaviour and overall well-being.  

Thank you for being an important part of our community. 

 

 
 

Uniform Shop 
Argyle Schoolwear now has a retail shop, where you can 
purchase our school uniform. 

You will still be able to purchase your uniform online through 
their Argyle Online website, but you now also have the option 
to purchase in store, offering you a full retail experience. 

Argyle’s Retail Shop is located at: 

• Unit 4 / 91 Central Park Drive in Henderson. 

It is advisable that you book an appointment – please go to our 
school page on Argyle Online and click ‘book a fitting’. Limited 
parking is available in front of the store. 

 

 

Click Here to Book 

 

 

Parent Portal 
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Help us reduce waste at school by packing a 
waste-free lunchbox!  
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