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Kia ora e te whānau, 

The term is now in full swing, and our classrooms are buzzing with energy and learning.  

It has been wonderful to see students engaged, curious, and enthusiastic about their learning across the school. 
Teachers are reporting great progress with our new routines, and it is clear that students are embracing new 
challenges and opportunities. It has been a fantastic start to the term, and we are proud of the positive learning 
atmosphere across the school. 

In the last newsletter, we explained some of the reasoning behind changes in the way we are teaching and 
organising our classrooms. Throughout the year, we are going to share further information and seek your feedback. 
In the meantime, if you require information or clarification, please have a chat with your child’s classroom teacher. 

A major highlight this term has been our school-wide inquiry, “Restoring Taonga – Bringing Back the Wild.” This 
rich learning focus encourages students to explore the importance of protecting and restoring the unique plants, 
animals, and environments that are treasured in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

Students are investigating how people can care for the natural environment, and the role communities play in 
restoring native habitats. This inquiry connects learning across several curriculum areas, including: Science – Living 
World, Social Studies, Aotearoa New Zealand Histories, and Visual Art. 

It has been wonderful to see students making connections between these subjects and developing a deeper 
understanding of the content across these learning areas. 

Survey - Thank you to everyone who completed our recent survey about the 2027 school year calendar. Your 
feedback is greatly appreciated and will help inform the Board as they make decisions about the 2027 school 
calendar. 

Survey results: 

• Prefer an earlier start date and an earlier finish date – 123 responses 

• Prefer a later start date and a later finish date – 148 responses 

• Happy with either option – 74 responses 

The Board will carefully consider this feedback before making a final decision in Term 3. 

Traveling to School - It has been wonderful to see an increase in the number of students and families walking, 
cycling, scootering, and riding to school. Active travel is a great way to start the day, supports healthy habits, is 
positive for the environment, and makes a huge difference to our traffic congestion. 

To help keep everyone safe, please remember the following: 

• Bikes and scooters must not be ridden through the school grounds when arriving or leaving school, by 
adults or children. People should ride down the cordoned-off driveway or walk their bikes and scooters 
through the school grounds to the storage racks. 

• Helmets are compulsory for all students riding bikes, scooters, or skateboards. 

• All bikes and scooters must be stored in the designated bike racks on the Home and Senior Campus. 

• On the Home Campus, we will continue to allow scooters, skateboards, and roller skates to be used during 
break times on the court areas. Bikes can be ridden around the edge of the field only — hopefully our 
cycle track will be installed by the end of the year. 

• Students must wear a helmet and only ride their own equipment — no sharing or giving turns to others. 
This also applies when travelling to and from school. 
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Our neighbours at ITM Whenuapai have asked us to remind families that their car park is not a thoroughfare. 
Please do not ride bikes or scooters through the ITM car park. Their business operates heavy machinery and 
vehicles, and they are concerned that a serious accident could occur. 

Students and families should stay on the footpath past ITM when travelling to and from school. 

If parents would like their child to walk or cycle to the Senior Campus, written permission must be provided so 
that we are aware of who does not need to be on the link buses. 

Please email both: 

• Senior Campus Office (Kellie Watkinson) - adminsupport@whenuapai.school.nz 

• Acting Deputy Principal – Senior Campus (Olivia Mead) – apsenior@whenuapai.school.nz 

This email needs to confirm that you give permission for your child to travel independently by these means. 

Some families have asked whether Senior students can ride electric scooters to the Senior Campus from home. 
The Board has considered this request. While they acknowledge that electric scooters present a higher level of 
risk, travelling to and from school is ultimately a parent’s decision and responsibility. 

We strongly recommend that parents carefully consider their child’s capability, maturity, and road awareness 
before allowing them to travel this way. NZSTA advises: ‘Ensure your child has the right cycling skills to get to 
school safely on a bike. Always ride with your child if they’re under 10 and then continue until you’re sure they 
have the skills and confidence to ride in traffic.’ 

Please note: 

• Written parent permission must also be provided as outlined above. 

• Electric scooters must not be ridden within the school grounds at any point during the school day, 
including before and after school. 

• They must be walked down and up the school driveway. 

• Helmets are mandatory. 

• Scooters must be stored in the same location as the bike racks — outside the property manager’s shed. 

Thank you for your ongoing support in helping keep our students safe. 

In our next newsletter, we will share our Reporting to Parents timeframes and procedures. 

Ngā mihi nui, 

Adam Cels  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:office@whenuapai.school.nz
mailto:adminsupport@whenuapai.school.nz
apsenior@whenuapai.school.nz


   Whenuapai School Newsletter  |  Tuesday 03 March 2026  |  Term 1 Newsletter 2026  

14 Airport Road, Auckland 0618  |  Phone: 09 416 8779  |  office@whenuapai.school.nz  |  www.whenuapai.school.nz 

 

  
  

    Dates for your diary …. 

Thursday – 5 March 
NW Year 7&8 Softball 

Monday  - 23 March 
NW Swimming (Years 6-8) 

Tuesday – 10 March  
NW Year 7&8 Cricket 

Tuesday – 24 March  
NW Year 7&8 Orienteering 

Wednesday – 11 March  
Swimming Sports 

Wednesday – 25 March  
6.00pm – Board Meeting 

Wednesday – 11 March  
Swimming Sports 

Thursday – 26 March  
NW Year 7&8 Tennis 
Air Base Tough Kid Event   Thursday – 12 March  

Kāhu Campout 

Monday – 16 March  
Years 0-4 – Theatre Show 

Thursday – 2 April  
Last Day of Term 1 

             
Scholastics Book Club - Issue 1 out now! 

   

CLICK HERE TO ORDER ONLINE  

 
 

Celebrating Success 
One of our amazing students, Bharath, has 

had an outstanding achievement on the 
cricket field this season. 

Bharath plays for the Parnell Cricket Club in 
the Under 12 Limited Overs (30 overs) grade 
each Saturday afternoon. In a thrilling, high-
scoring match last weekend, Bharath led his 
team to a 14-run victory with an incredible 
innings of 80 runs off just 46 balls — a club 

record for his grade! 

Even more impressively, this is the second-
highest score recorded across the entire 

Auckland grade this season. 

What a phenomenal accomplishment! We are 
so proud of you, Bharath — keep up the 

amazing work!      

 

 

 
 

Consultation Now Open – Te Pae School Enrolment Scheme 

The consultation process for the proposed enrolment scheme for 
the new school in Massey, Te Pae School, is now open. 
The Ministry of Education has released details of the proposed 
enrolment zone, which can be viewed at the link below. 
We encourage our community to take a look and share any 
feedback by completing the survey: 
 
Ministry of Education - Te Pae School New Enrolment Scheme 
 
Your input is an important part of this process. 
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Science of Learning in our Classrooms 
As part of our ongoing implementation of the Science of Learning (SoL), you may be noticing some consistent 
classroom routines across the whole school. These routines are intentional and designed to maximise focus, 
learning, and student success. 

Explicit Teaching Time - Explicit teaching is a short, highly focused period of direct instruction from the teacher. 
This usually lasts around 15–20 minutes and includes: 

• a clear explanation of new learning 

• teacher modelling 

• guided practice 

• checking for understanding 

As attention and working memory are limited, we minimise interruptions during this time so students can fully 
concentrate and successfully grasp new concepts. 

During explicit teaching, students remain in the classroom unless there is an urgent need. 

Toilet Breaks - Students are encouraged to use the bathroom during break times. Outside of explicit teaching 
blocks, students are able to request to go to the bathroom as needed. 

This approach helps to: 

• protect focused learning time 

• reduce disruption for all learners 

• support independence and routine 

If your child has a medical need or specific circumstance, please let us know so we can provide appropriate 
support. 

Water Bottles & Hydration - Hydration is important for learning and wellbeing. 

• Water fountains are available during breaks. 

• Water bottles are accessible during eating times. 

• Students are encouraged to manage hydration during break periods. 

Our aim is to balance wellbeing needs with maintaining a strong learning focus during key instructional times. 

Why This Matters 

• Attention is limited. 

• Working memory can easily become overloaded. 

• Frequent interruptions reduce learning retention. 

Research shows that learning is strongest when: 

• instruction is clear and structured 

• attention is protected 

• distractions are minimised 

• practice is guided and purposeful 

These routines help create calm, focused classrooms where  
all students can thrive. 

Questions?  If you have any questions, please feel free to  
contact your child’s teacher or speak with a member of the SLT. 
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For our Policies and 
Procedures please visit 

SchoolDocs at:  

www.schooldocs.co.nz/ 

User – whenuapai  
Password – airport 

Copyright: Except where stated, the 
content on this site is the copyright 

of SchoolDocs Ltd. It may not be 
reproduced without written 
permission from SchoolDocs. 

 

 
 
 

sKids - Before and After School Care 

 

School 
Notices: 

Staff Professional 
Development 
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Click here for a free assessment & trial lesson. 

Email: northwest@numberworks.com 

 
 

Hilton Brown Hobsonville 

https://swim.school.nz/ 

5 Rawiri Place, Hobsonville. 

Ph: 09 666 0240 

hobsonville@hiltonbrownswimming.co.
nz 
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Help us reduce waste at school by packing a 
waste-free lunchbox!  
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 Inclusive Ice Skating Session for Neurodiverse Children 
 

Hosted in collaboration with Glenburn Figure Skating Club 

  Date: Saturday 7th March 2026 

  Time: 11.45am-12.15pm and 12.15pm -12.45pm  
            *please arrive 30mins prior to starting 

  Location: Paradice Ice Skating Avondale, 150 Lansford Cres Auckland 0600 

    Cost: Free to attend or optional donation to Autism New Zealand 

   Registration session - 11.45am-12.15pm - Click Here for Session 1 
 

   Registration session - 12.15pm -12.45pm - Click Here for Session 2 

   What to Bring: Warm clothes, gloves, socks and a sense of adventure!  
 

• Helmets or approved headbands are compulsory for all skaters.  

• You're welcome to bring your own, or borrow one free of charge from the rink. 

Join us for a magical morning on the ice! 

This special session is designed to support and celebrate neurodiverse children 
in a safe, welcoming, and sensory-considerate environment. 

Skating Together: A Supportive Experience - Join Sheryl Squier — a passionate 
primary school teacher and competitive ice skater — for a supportive ice 
skating session designed especially for neurodiverse children. This inclusive 
experience is proudly hosted in collaboration with Glenburn Figure Skating Club 
and a team of experienced, compassionate coaches who are passionate about 
making ice skating accessible and enjoyable for everyone.  
 
Spots are limited – register early! 

 For questions or more info, contact: Sheryl  

  sherylsquier@gmail.com 
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