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Kia ora e te whānau, 

Welcome Back to 2026! We’ve had a fantastic start to the year, with a starting roll of 646 students.  
A very warm welcome to all our new families joining the Whenuapai School community. It has been wonderful to see so many 
happy faces around the school, and we are looking forward to a year filled with learning, growth, and connection. 

Curriculum Updates - This year marks an important step as we move into full implementation of the refreshed English and 
Mathematics curriculum from the New Zealand Ministry of Education. These updates provide clearer learning pathways in 
reading, writing, and mathematics, making it easier for students and whānau to understand progress and next steps. 

There is a strong focus on building solid foundations, and we are excited to see how our tamariki respond to these enriched 
learning experiences. 

Science of Learning - You may notice some changes in how teaching and learning look in our classrooms. We are incorporating 
principles from the Science of Learning to help our tamariki better understand how they learn, while also strengthening positive 
learning behaviours. 

The Science of Learning draws on research about how the brain processes and retains information. These insights are shaping 
teaching practices that: 

• Increase engagement • Support long-term memory • Develop self-regulation and positive learning habits 

This approach aligns closely with the refreshed New Zealand Curriculum and helps our students thrive academically, socially, and 
emotionally. 

You’ll find a more detailed explanation of the Science of Learning later in this newsletter. 

Long-Term Implementation - Implementing the curriculum updates alongside Science of Learning practices is a long-term journey 
that will unfold over the next three to five years. Throughout this process, we will continue to seek your feedback and insights. 

Your perspectives are essential in helping us provide the very best support for our tamariki. Together, we look forward to a year 
of growth, learning, and achievement. 

School Year Dates - Recently, there has been discussion in our community and the media about when the school year should 
begin and end. 

In New Zealand, schools must be open for a minimum number of half-days each year (for 2026, this is 382). While the Ministry 
sets fixed holiday dates for Terms 2 and 3, schools have flexibility to decide when Term 1 begins and Term 4 concludes. 

This means we can choose a start date between 27 January and 9 February, provided we meet the required number of teaching 
half-days and finish no later than 18 December. 

Historically, Whenuapai School has chosen to begin as late as possible and finish as close to Christmas as we can, based on 
feedback from families. However, after recent conversations with whānau, preferences may be shifting. 

Your Feedback - To help plan the 2027 school year, we will soon send a short survey via HERO. This survey will ask whether you 
would prefer the school year to finish as late as possible before summer, or to begin earlier within the permitted window. 

For example, if the 2026 school year had started on the earliest possible date (27 January), our final day would have been around 
9 December. 

We encourage you to take part in the survey. Your feedback will help guide a decision that reflects what works best for our 
community and staff. 

I’m looking forward to a wonderful year ahead. 

Wishing you a great week. 
Ngā mihi nui,  
Adam Cels  
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    Dates for your diary …. 

Monday – 23 February 
Kākāpō Team Zoo Trip 

Wednesday – 11 March  
Swimming Sports 

Tuesday – 24 February 
Kiwi Kick Stars Trial (Years 1-4) 

Thursday – 12 March  
Kāhu Campout 

Wednesday – 25 February 
6.00pm – Board Meeting 

Monday – 16 March  
Years 0-4 – Theatre Show 

Tuesday – 3 March 
Year 5&6 NW T-Ball 

Monday  - 23 March 
NW Swimming (Years 6-8) 

Thursday – 5 March 
NW Year 7&8 Softball 

Tuesday – 24 March  
NW Year 7&8 Orienteering 

Tuesday – 10 March  
NW Year 7&8 Cricket 

Wednesday – 25 March  
6.00pm – Board Meeting 

             

Scholastics Book Club - Issue 1 out now! 

   

CLICK HERE TO ORDER ONLINE  

 
 

Key Staff for 2026 

📌 Senior Leadership 

• Rebecca Purdy – Deputy Principal | dp@whenuapai.school.nz 
• Olivia Mead – Assistant Principal (Senior Campus) | apsenior@whenuapai.school.nz 
• Tiffany Parrent – Assistant Principal (Junior (Home) Campus) | apjunior@whenuapai.school.nz 
• Jill Mackenzie – Assistant Principal / Learning Support Coordinator | lsc@whenuapai.school.nz 

📌 Team Leaders 

• Tiffany Parrent – Year 0/1 - Kea Team | apjunior@whenuapai.school.nz 
• Bree Ward – Year 2 - Tūī Team | breew@whenuapai.school.nz 
• Jenny Cornish – Year 3/4 – Pīwakawaka Team| jennyc@whenuapai.school.nz 
• Rebecca Robinson – Year 5/6 – Kākāpō Team | rebeccar@whenuapai.school.nz 
• Jess Matiaha – Year 7/8 - Kāhu Team | jessicam@whenuapai.school.nz 

📌 Principal 

• Adam Cels | principal@whenuapai.school.nz 
 

Celebrating Success 
One of our incredible Year 7 students, 

Zanneja, is quickly becoming a biking legend! 
This past weekend, she competed in her first 

race of 2026 and finished 3rd in the U13 
Enduro grade, a challenging event featuring 

four downhill race tracks.  

Huge congratulations, Zanneja!  

We can’t wait to hear more amazing stories 
from your upcoming events. 
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The Science of Learning - What this means for your child.  

You may have heard us talking about the Science of Learning (SoL). Here is what that means for your child. 

The Science of Learning is not a new programme or curriculum. It is a body of research  
about how the brain learns best, and how teaching can support strong, lasting learning. 

The Science of Learning aligns closely with the refreshed NZ Curriculum. It strengthens  
how we teach, ensuring learning is clear, connected, and deeply understood. 

Research tells us that children learn most effectively when: 
✓ They are focused and free from distraction 
✓ Instructions are clear and broken into manageable steps 
✓ New learning connects to what they already know 
✓ They practise and revisit learning over time 

✓ Teachers regularly check understanding and adjust support 

In simple terms, learning “sticks” when it is clear, structured, connected, and practised over time. 

With Science of Learning, our focus is on developing deep, lasting learning: 

• SoL explains how learning is encoded, stored, and retrieved, supporting curriculum aims around understanding, not 
surface coverage. 

• Emphasis on knowledge building, conceptual understanding, and transfer aligns with curriculum learning progressions. 
• SoL recognises the role of emotion, attention, and motivation in learning creating: 

o Predictable routines. o Clear success criteria. o Reduced anxiety through clarity and structure. 

What This Looks Like in Class 
In our classrooms you may notice: 

• Clear, calm, predictable routines  
• Clear learning intentions and success criteria 
• Teachers explicitly modelling what to do before students try independently 
• Structured A-B partner talk 
• Frequent checking for understanding 
• Learning being revisited across weeks and terms 
• A strong focus on foundational knowledge before moving to deeper challenge 

This structure prevents children from feeling overwhelmed (also known as ‘cognitive overload’ - when too much is happening 
at once) and helps them feel confident and successful. 

You might be wondering “Does structure mean less fun?”. Actually, it is quite the opposite. When children understand what 
to do, feel successful, and see themselves improving, their confidence grows. Confidence creates engagement, and that is 
where real, lasting joy in learning comes from. 

We are intentionally building classrooms where children feel capable, supported, and proud of their progress. 

Why This Matters 

Our goal is not just short-term performance, but long-term understanding - learning that can be remembered, applied, and 
built on year after year.  

The Science of Learning does not replace the NZ Curriculum, it strengthens it. It gives teachers a shared, evidence-based 
framework to bring the curriculum to life in ways that are clear, inclusive, and effective. 

Like to Know More 

If you would like to know more about how this looks in your child’s classroom, please speak with your child’s teacher, a 
member of the Senior Leadership Team, or a member of the Science of Learning Team. We are always happy to share. 
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Linewise  
 

 

Linewize is a FREE online safety tool available to all our families and here's how it can help: 

• See What Your Child Sees: Linewize allows you to see a filtered report of your child's browsing 
activity, including websites and search terms. This gives you a springboard for discussions about 
online content. 

• Spark Conversations: Use Linewize reports to talk to your child about what they find interesting 
online. This is a great opportunity to teach critical thinking skills and discuss online dangers. 

• Set Boundaries Together: Linewize allows you to set website filters and time limits for your child's 
internet use. Work with your child to create a safe and responsible online routine. 

For more information, please visit https://whenuapai.onlinesafetyhub.nz/ 

Our school is proud of the work we do to foster and promote positive relationships and social skills 
through our restorative PB4L approach. We place great emphasis on our core values and provide 
engaging behaviour lessons to empower students to make positive choices. 

With your help and support, we can continue to guide our  

tamariki on their journey towards responsible online 
behaviour and overall well-being.  

Thank you for being an important part of our community. 

 

  

Uniform Shop 
Argyle Schoolwear now has a retail shop, where you can 
purchase our school uniform. 

You will still be able to purchase your uniform online through 
their Argyle Online website, but you now also have the option 
to purchase in store, offering you a full retail experience. 

Argyle’s Retail Shop is located at: 

• Unit 4 / 91 Central Park Drive in Henderson. 

It is advisable that you book an appointment – please go to our 
school page on Argyle Online and click ‘book a fitting’. Limited 
parking is available in front of the store. 

 

 

Click Here to Book 

 

 

Parent Portal 
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Help us reduce waste at school by packing a  
waste-free lunchbox!  
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For our Policies and 
Procedures please visit 

SchoolDocs at:  

www.schooldocs.co.nz/ 

User – whenuapai  
Password – airport 

Copyright: Except where stated, the 
content on this site is the copyright 

of SchoolDocs Ltd. It may not be 
reproduced without written 
permission from SchoolDocs. 

 

 
 
 

sKids - Before and After School Care 

 

School 
Notices: 

Staff Professional 
Development 
S
t
a
f
f 
p
r
o
f
e
s
s
i
o
n
a
l 
d
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t 
i
s 
c
r
u
c
i
a
l 
f
o
r 
e
n
h
a  

 

 
 

Click here for a free assessment & trial lesson. 

Email: northwest@numberworks.com 

 
 

Hilton Brown Hobsonville 

https://swim.school.nz/ 

5 Rawiri Place, Hobsonville. 

Ph: 09 666 0240 

hobsonville@hiltonbrownswimming.co.
nz 
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Book Launch - Some of our tamariki may remember Jez Smith, the author 

who visited Whenuapai School to share her debut book  
Pu and Ru's Bird Beak Clues. 

Jez is now releasing her second book, Honu and Blue's Sealife Clues, and is 
celebrating with a special Seaweek launch event. Join her for the first live 

reading of this charming, rhyming seaside adventure as Honu and Blue search 
for Aotearoa’s amazing marine creatures. Perfect for children aged 3–8 years. 

             Saturday 28 February & Sunday 1 March 

        30-minute sessions at 10.30am and 12.00pm 

    New Zealand Maritime Museum 

🎟 Free event | Bookings required (click here) 
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Massey High School are fundraising to take 20 netball girls 

to England and Wales in October 2026. 

Our big fundraising event is a car raffle. 

$20.00 per ticket 
(Only 5,000 available) 

 First prize is a 2026 Kia Picanto valued at $25K 
 Second prize is a $2,000 travel voucher 

 Third prize is a 65inch TV 

Other fundraising events are happening in the background also, 
including car washes, bbq sausage sizzles, bingo nights. 

Any support you are able to provide is greatly appreciated. 

To purchase your ticket or make a donation please contact: 

Elaine Curtis via email: ecurtis@masseyhigh.school.nz  
or text message 021 894 421. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunderland Lounge 
(Te Rere) 

Cinema Road 
Hobsonville Point 

Saturday  
21 February 2026 

10am – 1pm 
Free Entry! 
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