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Kia ora e te whānau, 

I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable break with your whānau (family). As we begin Term 2, we are looking forward to a term 
full of exciting learning opportunities, activities, and events. With only nine weeks, it promises to be busy, with plenty happening 
both inside and outside the classroom. 

Our school community continues to grow and diversify, and I feel incredibly fortunate to be part of such a vibrant, supportive 
environment. Our tamariki (children) bring with them a rich tapestry of cultures, experiences, values, and knowledge — this diversity 
is truly one of our greatest strengths. 

Our tamariki arrive at school with a wide range of life experiences and family expectations. Some are just beginning to learn how to 
share, communicate and just be part of a group, while others arrive with well-developed academic skills and confidence. All these 
starting points are normal and valued in our kura. Our goal is to provide opportunities that support equitable outcomes for every 
learner, in an environment grounded in respect and support. 

To help us build and maintain this inclusive environment, we focus on our core school values of:  

• Respect for Ako (Learning) • Respect for Kaitiakitanga (Environment) 

• Respect for Kotahitanga (Others) • Respect for Mana (Self) 

These values guide our behaviour, shape our relationships, and reflect how we represent our kura both inside and outside the 
classroom. By teaching a shared language and setting consistent expectations, we help every student understand what it means to 
be a part of our school community. As with all learning, tamariki will grasp these values at different paces - and that is completely 
okay. 

While our school values might differ slightly from your family’s own expectations, we truly appreciate your support in helping your 
tamariki understand and embrace them as part of their time at school. This shared framework is especially important in a diverse 
community like ours. It allows us to honour our differences while working together toward a shared sense of belonging, purpose, 
and success. 

‘He wāhi mō te katoa’ – A Place for All of Us. This quote is from the New Zealand Inclusive Education website and we feel this 
phrase captures the spirit of what we are trying to achieve at Whenuapai School - a school rooted in inclusivity and belonging. It 
reflects our commitment to fostering an environment grounded in respect, unity, and cultural responsiveness. At its heart is the 
belief that every student, regardless of ethnicity, gender, ability, or background, deserves a safe, welcoming, and empowering space 
where they truly feel they belong. 

Thank you for being an essential part of our kura and for supporting our collective vision of an inclusive, respectful, and thriving 
learning environment. 

Here are some key term dates: 

Camp Week is happening this week from Tuesday to Friday. Our Year 5–8 students headed to Finlay Park this morning, for what 
promises to be a fun, challenging, and motivating experience. We wish all students, parents and staff attending a fantastic time. 

Parent-teacher interviews will be held on Tuesday and Thursday in Week 4. Bookings will be available through Hero starting next 
week. These interviews are an opportunity to connect with your child’s teacher, discuss their progress so far, and to set goals for 
the remainder of the year. 

A school based Matariki celebration will be held on Wednesday, 18 June 2025 at 7.00 am. Further information will be shared via a 
dedicated HERO port. 

Please note we have two public holidays this term: King’s Birthday on Monday, 02 June and Matariki on Friday 20 June. School will 
be closed on both days. 

Ngā mihi nui,  
Adam Cels  

 

Whenuapai School 
14 Airport Road, Auckland 
New Zealand

Newsletter – 6 May 2025 

 

mailto:office@whenuapai.school.nz


   Whenuapai School Newsletter  |  Tuesday 6 May 2025  |  Term 2 Newsletter 2025  

14 Airport Road, Auckland 0618  |  Phone: 09 416 8779  |  office@whenuapai.school.nz  |  www.whenuapai.school.nz 

 
  

    Dates for your diary …. 

Tuesday, 6 – Friday, 9 May 
Year 5-8 Camp Week 

Tuesday – 27 May 
NW Year 7/8 Basketball 

Wednesday – 14 May 
Interzone Orienteering  

Monday – 2 June 
King’s Birthday – NO SCHOOL 

Friday – 16 May 
Pink Shirt Day 

Friday – 6 June 
NW Table Tennis 

Tuesday – 20 May 
NW Year 7/8 Football 

Thursday – 12 June 
NW Football - Year 5&6 
Kea Team – Farm Visit 

Thursday – 22 May 
Rippa Rugby 

Tuesday – 17 June 
Massey High School Open Night 

Tues 20 and Thurs 22 May 
Parent Interviews 

Wednesday – 18 June 
7.00am Matariki celebration 

Monday – 26 May 
Y5 Trees for Survival Planting Day 

Friday – 20 June 
Matariki – NO SCHOOL 

             

Massey High School - Open Night  
Tuesday - 17 June 2025 
4.00pm to 5.30pm  
or 6.00pm to 7.30pm 

Meet in the Bruce Ritchie Performing Arts 
Centre for the Principal’s address. 

Book Club Issue 3 - Available Now 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

        
 

Exploring the Science of Learning in Melbourne:  
A Senior Leadership Journey 

 
Earlier this month, our Senior Leadership Team had the exciting opportunity to travel to Melbourne to deepen 
our understanding of the Science of Learning — a growing body of research that focuses on how students learn 
best and how we, as educators, can teach more effectively at Whenuapai. 

The trip was filled with rich professional learning experiences, including visits to leading schools, hosted by 
international experts, and in-depth conversations with fellow educators who are also embracing evidence-based 
teaching practices. A key focus of our learning was cognitive science — understanding how memory, attention, 
behaviour and motivation play crucial roles in student learning. We explored strategies such as retrieval practice, 
spaced repetition, and explicit instruction, and saw firsthand how these are being implemented successfully in 
classrooms across Melbourne. 

One standout moment was visiting schools that have embedded the Science of Learning into their whole school 
culture. We observed how consistent teaching routines, knowledge-rich curriculums, and a strong focus on 
teacher development are helping lift student outcomes, whilst still maintaining the heart of the school and 
keeping the fun alive! These visits reinforced our belief that great teaching is both an art and a science—and that 
professional learning should be continuous, collaborative, and aligned with what we know works best for 
students. 

We return inspired and energised to share what we've learned with our staff, ensuring these evidence-based 
approaches translate meaningfully into our own classrooms. Ultimately, our goal is to ensure every child has 
access to the most effective teaching practices so they can thrive. 

Thank you for supporting our commitment to professional growth and excellence in teaching and learning. 

 
 

Issue 3 PDF 
 

Click Here - to 
view and order 

online 
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Celebrating Success 

Year 5/6 Flippa Ball Stars Shine in Term 1! 

Our incredible Year 5/6 Flippa Ball team had a phenomenal Term 1 — they went undefeated, with only one goal 
scored against them all season! What a fantastic team effort! 

The team welcomed three brand-new players this season, who settled in quickly and made an immediate impact. 
Our returning players stepped up brilliantly, embracing leadership roles left by the 2024 Year 6s and supporting their 
new teammates every step of the way. Their encouragement and teamwork have helped build a strong, connected 
squad. 

Huge congratulations to Aloisio, Isabel, Lacey, Matteo, Olive, Theo, Samuel, and Una — and a huge thank you to Tom 
and Chelsea Lyons, our coach and management extraordinaires! 

Excitingly, we now also have a new Year 3/4 development team competing on Sunday afternoons! In Term 2, both 
teams will train together as one big squad, with the older players mentoring the younger ones — a fantastic 
opportunity to grow skills and team spirit. 

If your child is keen to give this awesome sport a go, please email:  
sports@whenuapai.school.nz for more info and to be connected  
with the Team Manager. 

A huge thank you to Hilton Brown Swimming for generously 
providing training space — we are so grateful for your support. 

We can’t wait to see what Term 2 brings... Go Flippa Ball! 

     

Making Waves in Water Polo! 

Adding to our aquatic achievements, one of our Flippa Ball stars, 
Xanthe, has just completed her first season with North Harbour 
Water Polo, where her team won all 14 games — going 
undefeated and claiming the Under-12 Water Polo Tournament 
title in Tauranga! 

A big shout-out to the Whenuapai Orions Flippa Ball team and 
coaches Sylvie and Tom for sparking her passion for the sport! 

 

 

 

 
https://swim.school.nz/ 

5 Rawiri Place, Hobsonville. 

Ph: 09 666 0240 

hobsonville@hiltonbrownswimming.co.nz 

mailto:office@whenuapai.school.nz
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PB4L – Positive Behaviour for Learning 
This week, our PB4L focus is Mana - Respect for Self. 

Our students have been learning about Radical Acceptance, and the new catchphrase 
“When we can’t change what’s bad…try totally RAD”.   

Please ask your child about the chocolate activity in class!  

Problems are a normal part of life, and using radical acceptance techniques can make these difficulties more 
manageable. 

  

 

     5 Ways to Practice Radical Acceptance:  
1. Notice when you are rejecting reality.  
2. Practice turning your mind towards acceptance.  
3. Adopt an optimistic mindset. 
4. Practice letting go. 
5. Practice Radical Acceptance Coping Statements. 
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Pink Shirt Day  
Pink Shirt Day is about working together to stop bullying 
by celebrating diversity and promoting kindness and 
inclusion. By taking part in Pink Shirt Day, our kura is a 
part of a powerful movement to spread aroha and 
kindness and end bullying!  

Although we celebrate Pink Shirt Day on this day, we continue the kaupapa with our tamariki all year round! 

Often people choose to be a Bystander - A person who sees or knows a bullying incident is occurring to 
someone else. Pink Shirt Day encourages us to be an Upstander - A person who uses words and actions that 
can help someone who is being bullied. 

There are a range of helpful actions you can take if you feel safe enough to do so. 

1. Āwhinatia / Support the person experiencing bullying:  

• Awhi the person being bullied, even if you just stand beside them and let them know you’ve got their 
back. 

• Encourage them to ask a kaiako/teacher for help or go with them to get help. 

• Let them know they’re not alone! 

2. Haukotia / Distract: 

• Interrupt the bullying in some way: 

• Ask the person experiencing bullying if they want to go for a walk or do something else. 

• Help them to leave the situation they’re in. 

3. Karangahia / Call it!: 

• If you feel safe to, let the person/people doing the bullying know what they’re doing isn’t okay. 

• Use your words to show aroha and kindness to those involved. 

• Don’t stand by and watch. It can be hard to speak up in the moment but it can make a huge 
difference. 

4. Taihoa ake, ka haumaru / Leave and act: 

• If you don’t feel safe to step in while the bullying is happening: 
o Move away from the situation. 
o Later, let the person experiencing the bullying know you saw and ask what might help. 
o You might want to have a quiet word with the person doing the bullying. 

5. Tautokohia / Get some other help: 

• Support the person being bullied to get help from others – whānau, kaiako, a trusted adult or a 
helpline and then act on their advice. 

 

We encourage everyone to wear mufti (something pink if you have it) and to bring a gold coin donation. All 
money raised will be donated to the Mental Health Foundation. 

 
Kōrero Mai, Kōrero Atu, Mauri Tū, Mauri Ora – Speak Up, Stand Together, Stop Bullying! 
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Library News 
A generous donation! 

Steven, director of VEGECO fruit and vegetable shop in Fred Taylor drive, 
Whenuapai, has made a generous donation of 10 books to two local schools. 

Steven has kindly donated 5 copies of local author Joan Joass’s book ‘ Blue 
Metal’ to both Hobsonville and Whenuapai primary schools. He is always 
keen to ‘support local’. Steven was himself a pupil of Hobsonville Primary. 

VEGECO fruit and vegetable shop has been providing fresh produce to locals 
for over 60 years. Many customers will remember the little ginger cat, 
Pumpkin, who for many years would sun herself outside the shop to greet 
customers and delight cat lovers. Originally Steven’s mother’s cat, Pumpkin 
was indeed a great drawcard for the business. One of Joan’s picture books, 
‘The Longdrop’, features this little cat in the illustrations. While Pumpkin is 
no longer with us, Steven offers the book for sale in the shop in memory of 
her! 

Hobsonville and Whenuapai schools are both delighted with Steven’s 
thoughtful donation of books. ‘Blue Metal’ is a local story of a North Island 
robin who helped save the robin population being re-introduced to the 
Waitakere Ranges. The books will be appreciated by pupils and staff alike say 
the librarians. 

Thank-you Steven. 
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Help us reduce waste at school by packing a 
waste-free lunchbox!  
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Linewise  
 

 

Linewize is a FREE online safety tool available to all our families and here's how it can help: 

• See What Your Child Sees: Linewize allows you to see a filtered report of your child's browsing 
activity, including websites and search terms. This gives you a springboard for discussions about 
online content. 

• Spark Conversations: Use Linewize reports to talk to your child about what they find interesting 
online. This is a great opportunity to teach critical thinking skills and discuss online dangers. 

• Set Boundaries Together: Linewize allows you to set website filters and time limits for your child's 
internet use. Work with your child to create a safe and responsible online routine. 

For more information, please visit https://whenuapai.onlinesafetyhub.nz/ 

Our school is proud of the work we do to foster and promote positive relationships and social skills 
through our restorative PB4L approach. We place great emphasis on our core values and provide 
engaging behaviour lessons to empower students to make positive choices. 

With your help and support, we can continue to guide our  
tamariki on their journey towards responsible online 
behaviour and overall well-being.  

Thank you for being an important part of our community. 

 

 
 

Uniform Shop 
Argyle Schoolwear now has a retail shop, where you can 
purchase our school uniform. 

You will still be able to purchase your uniform online through 
their Argyle Online website, but you now also have the option 
to purchase in store, offering you a full retail experience. 

Argyle’s Retail Shop is located at: 

• Unit 4 / 91 Central Park Drive in Henderson. 

It is advisable that you book an appointment – please go to our 
school page on Argyle Online and click ‘book a fitting’. Limited 
parking is available in front of the store. 

 

 

Click Here to Book 

 

 

Parent Portal 
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For our Policies and 
Procedures please visit 

SchoolDocs at:  

www.schooldocs.co.nz/ 

User – whenuapai  
Password – airport 

Copyright: Except where stated, the 
content on this site is the copyright 

of SchoolDocs Ltd. It may not be 
reproduced without written 
permission from SchoolDocs. 

 
 

 
 

sKids - Before and After School Care 

 

School 
Notices: 

Staff Professional 
Development 
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Click here for a free assessment & trial lesson. 

Email: northwest@numberworks.com 

 

Concerns or Complaints 

Managing complaints 
appropriately, using fair 
and consistent practice, is 
an important part of how 
we support our school 
community.  

If you have a concern, we 
encourage you to follow 
the process outlined in our 
school’s policies. 

You can find the full 
procedure on our 
SchoolDocs website: 

 

Click Here 
 

     Payment Reminder 

Payment for School Camp or EOTC Week is 
now due. If you're unable to pay the full 
amount in one go, we strongly encourage 
setting up weekly or fortnightly payments 
to help spread the cost. 

      Payment Options: 
You can pay via Kindo (click here) or 
directly to the school bank account: 

Account Name: Whenuapai School Board 
Account Number: 12-3085-0494188-00 
Particulars: Camp 
Reference: Your child’s name 

Please ensure payments are made promptly. 
Thank you! 
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The Wind Down Mist 
We see you! You’ve survived another day of lunchboxes, Lego injuries and laundry, and 
now it’s your turn. 
Meet The Wind Down Mist — a calming pillow spray infused with the rare ‘Avice Hill’ 
lavender, grown spray-free in NZ, plus chamomile and geranium. It’s like a soft “shhh” for 
your nervous system. Just spritz, breathe, and let go. 

 
 Bottled in a recyclable forever metal bottle 

 Giving back 1% of profits to green causes 

 Because rest should feel good — and do good. 

 Elevate your rest  

 

  Check it out at:  https://thewinddownmist.co.nz/products/new-zealand-lavender 

#sleep #sleepspray #bedtimeroutine #deepsleep #pillowmist 

Supporting a small business in our Whenuapai Community @thewinddownmist. 
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