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Kia ora e te whānau, 

Daylight savings is just around the corner (ending on April 6th), signaling the change of seasons.  
The nights are getting cooler, and mornings are starting with a crispness in the air. With this seasonal shift comes 
wetter school days, especially at drop-off and pick-up times. 

These wet days, combined with our growing school roll, are causing parking issues as more families drive to school. 
Group Captain Mike Cannon, Base Commander of RNZAF Base Auckland, and I share growing concerns about the 
safety of our children before and after school due to traffic congestion and some drivers not adhering to road 
rules. To address this, we will be forming a task group with other stakeholders to explore solutions and improve 
the parking situation and traffic regulation compliance in front of the Air Force Base and school. 

In the meantime, please help us out by: 

• Parking only in designated car park areas. 
• Avoid stopping on yellow lines when dropping off or picking up children. 
• Using the zebra crossing when crossing the roads (if any parents are available to help supervise the crossing 

after school, we would be very grateful). 
• Not stopping in the bus stop area. 
• Respecting the school driveway, which is used as a footpath before and after school. 

Our school population is growing by about 100 students each year, so it’s important that we work together as a 
community to ensure the safety of all our tamariki, both now and in the future. 

Summary of 2024 

We are thrilled to share the progress our students made in writing, reading, and mathematics in 2024. Through 
targeted efforts and strategic interventions, our students have exceeded many of our goals and targets. Each year, 
we identify key groups of learners to accelerate their progress, ensuring success for all. Below are the key 
highlights: 

WRITING - Overall School Achievement (rounded).      Percentage of tamariki achieving at or above expectation: 

Year Level Whole School Māori Learners Pacifika Learners Male Learners Female Learners 

Total 89% 86% 80% 84% 92% 

Writing - Whole School Achievement Over Time. Percentage of tamariki achieving at or above expectation: 

 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 
(Covid) 

2021 
(Covid) 

2022 2023 2024 

Whole School 51% 72% 73% 76% 90% 86% 83% 86% 89% 

Māori Learners     77% 84% 70% 85% 86% 

Writing Achievement - Targeted Year Groups (Target: 80%) 

Year 4: 96% – Achieved Year 6: 92% – Achieved Year 8: 94% – Achieved 

In 2024, our writing results exceeded expectations, thanks to ongoing professional development in writing 
instruction and the use of the Writer's Toolbox framework. Teachers used a range of assessment tools (e-asTTle, 
HERO goals, and others) to track progress, and school-wide moderation helped refine our teaching practices. We 
are especially proud of the increase in student engagement, with learners confidently discussing sentence 
structures and making deliberate choices in their writing. We also saw significant growth in learner agency. A key 
focus in the senior school was spelling, with new initiatives to enhance literacy teaching across all levels. 
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READING - Overall School Achievement (rounded).      Percentage of tamariki achieving at or above expectation: 

Year Level Whole School Māori Learners Pacifika Learners Male Learners Female Learners 

Total 88% 84% 87% 87% 89% 

Reading - Whole School Achievement Over Time.  Percentage of tamariki achieving at or above expectation: 

 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 
(Covid) 

2021 
(Covid) 

2022 2023 2024 

Whole School 68% 78% 75% 82% 91% 90% 81% 84% 88% 

Māori Learners     82% 85% 69% 78% 84% 

Reading Achievement - Targeted Year groups (Target: 85%) 

Year 3: 93% – Achieved Year 4: 91% – Achieved Year 6: 97% – Achieved 

Reading also saw impressive growth in 2024. Our teachers focused on explicit reading instruction through our 
Structured Literacy and collaboration with whānau to support student learning. The success of our targeted 
interventions is reflected in the data, with students gaining a clearer understanding of their learning goals and 
strategies.  

MATHS - Overall School Achievement (rounded).     Percentage of tamariki achieving at or above expectation: 

Year Level Whole School Māori Learners Pacifika Learners Male Learners Female Learners 

Total 76% 59% 74% (42) 75% 80% 

Maths - Whole School Achievement Over Time.  Percentage of tamariki achieving at or above expectation: 

 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 
(Covid) 

2021 
(Covid) 

2022 2023 2024 

Whole School 69% 79% 79% 78% 86% 91% 90% 91% 78% 

Māori Learners     72% 83% 81% 85% 59% 

Maths Achievement - Targeted Year groups (Target: 85%) 

Year 4 Target: 90% Year 8 Target: 90% Māori Learners Target: 78% 

Year 4: 69% – Achieved Year 8: 66% – Achieved Māori Learners: 59% – Not Achieved 

From our perspective, the new mathematics curriculum had one of the largest changes in learning expectations. 
To help prepare our Kura for this change, we raised our expectations to the new curriculum a year earlier than 
mandated by the Ministry of Education. This allowed us to better understand the new expectations and ensure we 
were in a strong position to deliver the curriculum in 2025. While the transition caused initial challenges, especially 
with our growing roll, targeted interventions have already shown improvements, with achievement rising to 
77.55% by the end of 2024 compared to 57% at mid-year. Our teachers are focused on improving their practices 
and supporting all students, especially those who need additional help. We are confident that with ongoing 
professional development and a continued focus on acceleration, we will see even greater progress in 2025. 

Looking Ahead to 2025 - Our focus for 2025 remains on ensuring every learner thrives. We will continue: 

 ✅ Refining our teaching practices 

 ✅ Providing targeted interventions 

 ✅ Partnering with whānau to support learning at home 

 ✅ Strengthening learner agency and engagement across all subjects 

Thank you for your ongoing support in helping us achieve these fantastic results. Together, we can look forward 
to even greater success in 2025! 

Ngā mihi nui,  
Adam Cels  
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    Dates for your diary …. 

Wednesday - 26 March 
6.00pm – Board Meeting 

12 - 27 April 
School Holidays 

Thursday – 27 March 
Music Lessons–Have A Go Day 

Monday – 28 April 
First day of Term 2 

Thursday – 27 March 
Turners Cars Filming Ad 

Tuesday, 6 – Friday, 9 May 
Year 5-8 School Camp 

Friday – 28 March  
NW Orienteering 

Tuesday – 20 May 
NW Year 7/8 Football 

Monday – 31 March 
FOW Sushi Lunch 

Thursday – 22 May 
Rippa Rugby 

Thursday – 3 April 
NW Year 7&8 Tennis 

Tuesday – 27 May 
NW Year 7/8 Basketball 

Friday – 11 April 
Last day of Term 1 

Monday – 2 June 
King’s Birthday–NO SCHOOL 

             

FOW Sushi Lunch - 31 March 2025 

 

CLICK HERE 

To order now on Kindo! 

Orders close on Thursday at 5.00pm 

 
 

Library News! 
Book Club Issue 2 - Available Now 

Issue 2 PDF 
 

 

Click Here -  to view and order online 

        
 

2025 School Camp – Years 5-8 

Information regarding this year’s school camp was sent home via 
Kindo yesterday. 

             Camp Dates: Tuesday, 6th – Friday, 9th May 2025 

          Key Documents: 
• Camp Information Booklet 
• Permission Form 
• Students Not Attending Form 

To assist with planning, please complete either the Permission 
Form or the Students Not Attending Form by Friday, 14th March 
2025. 

Camp Payments - For the camp to proceed, we rely on whānau 
contributions to cover the full cost of attendance. To help make 
this more manageable, we are happy to accept staggered 
payments over the coming months. 

We strongly encourage parents to set up regular payments 
(weekly or fortnightly). Payments can be made via direct deposit 
to the school bank account: 

      Account Number: 12-3085-0494188-00 

     Particulars: Camp 

     Reference: Child’s Name 

       Questions?  
For general camp inquiries, please contact your child’s classroom 
teacher. For payment-related queries or to discuss a payment 
plan, please email Jo Wright, Administration Manager at: 
accounts@whenuapai.school.nz. 
 

 
Turners Cars - Filming on Campus 
Turners Cars will be filming an advertisement on 
the field of our Home Campus this Thursday 
morning between 6.30–10.30 am.  
Filming will not disrupt normal classes, and no 
students will be included unless specific permission 
has been sought from parents/caregivers. 
 

 

mailto:office@whenuapai.school.nz
https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/login?shop=Whenuapai%20School&service=sushi_lunch_monday_31_march_2025
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Ua8H1TgTgEWbjQj0sW5ABgWe8hKoU-i/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.scholastic.co.nz/parents/book-club-parents/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11W94tRoLNUxq-WPsH01f1kSPQQ5OIHb8/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwyCnRUbXp3dMBzIhsxTQcTfo2i1njIiUzhVuiJ-nJSBd_tw/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSems4YQiHqWuxy5LKQxoL5ap-nMjdAQjxVX91U9E-9Xm_qlkw/viewform?usp=dialog
mailto:accounts@whenuapai.school.nz
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For our Policies and 
Procedures please visit 

SchoolDocs at:  

www.schooldocs.co.nz/ 

User – whenuapai  
Password – airport 

Copyright: Except where stated, the 
content on this site is the copyright 

of SchoolDocs Ltd. It may not be 
reproduced without written 
permission from SchoolDocs. 

 

 
 
 

sKids - Before and After School Care 

 

School 
Notices: 

Staff Professional 
Development 
S
t
a
f
f 
p
r
o
f
e
s
s
i
o
n
a
l 
d
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t 
i
s 
c
r
u
c
i
a
l 
f
o
r 
e
n
h
a  

 

 
 

Click here for a free assessment & trial lesson. 

Email: northwest@numberworks.com 

 
 

Hilton Brown 
Hobsonville 

https://swim.school.nz/ 

5 Rawiri Place, 
Hobsonville. 

Ph: 09 666 0240 

EMAIL 

 

 
 

 

 
Kumeu Rugby is a great community club 

based in Riverhead.  
We have girls and boys playing from age 
5 & up. There are both contact and non-

contact options.  
If you want to register your child or are 
interested in learning more, check out 

our website for more information. 
 
https://www.kumeurugby.co.nz/junior-rugby 

 

mailto:office@whenuapai.school.nz
http://www.schooldocs.co.nz/
https://www.skids.co.nz/locations/whenuapai/
https://numberworksnwords.com/nz/free-assessment/
mailto:northwest@numberworks.com
https://swim.school.nz/
mailto:hobsonville@hiltonbrownswimming.co.nz
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.kumeurugby.co.nz_junior-2Drugby&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=eLyrjFMJOm8jDqYftGhCDTm46R-eA9W2mHaORR3f0kE&m=oJvBGoLZEba_Zt3dhEnF-kjqPxcuFWgnS83DKBn3KvnYxw_6MLFuAXV5E0Uf8QvC&s=rxd2Nhy61I9E4tLsJ1W1dBRlvLCEzeHysnKfJSSKSxA&e=
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Help us reduce waste at school by packing a 
waste-free lunchbox!  
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