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Kia ora whānau,  

Our recent Teacher Only Day was a great success. Micaela Bonner from Tātai Angitu (Massey University) joined us to deepen our 
understanding of a school-wide Structured Literacy Approach. We focused on: 

• Reflecting and feeding back on school wide Structured Literacy Professional 
Development from the government 

• Revisited our literacy core curricular and ensured it aligned to the changes 
• Whole class and small group reading strategies 
• Shared and guided reading practices 
• Enhancing vocabulary and comprehension through literature 
• Monitoring student progress and assessment 
• The Code spelling program 

Everyone left with valuable insights and strategies to implement in their classrooms. A special thank you to Rebecca Archer, Olivia 
Mead, and Molly Fletcher for organizing such a motivating day. 

In my last newsletter, I mentioned our school reorganisation. I am pleased to announce that Olivia Mead has been appointed as 
the Assistant Principal of our Senior Campus for 2025, completing our Senior Leadership Team. 

We are also excited to confirm our Team Leaders for 2025: 

• Year 0/1 Kea Team: Mrs Steff Wise 
• Year 2 Tui Team: Miss Bree Ward 
• Year 3/4 Pīwakawaka Team: Miss Rebecca Archer 
• Year 5/6 Kākāpō Team: Mrs Rebecca Robinson 
• Year 7/8 Kāhu Team: Mrs Katie Gemmell 

Whenuapai Athletics Sports 2024 - Whenuapai School’s Year 7 & 8 Athletics Day took place on Friday, October 1, 2024, under 
perfect sunny skies. The event kicked off with the 1500m, a challenging long-distance race that saw students testing their 
endurance. Following this, students rotated through field events, including shot put, high jump, long jump, and discus, as well 
as track events like the 100m, 200m, 400m, and 800m. 

It was inspiring to see students pushing themselves to achieve personal bests, with 
some trying new events for the first time. The competition was fierce, and each 
student showed great determination throughout the day. The relays concluded the 
event, with Kauri (Rooms Iwa and Tekau) taking home the title for the fastest Kāinga 
overall. 

A heartfelt thank you to our dedicated teachers who coordinated the events and 
ensured everything ran smoothly, as well as to our Year 5 & 6 students for their 
invaluable support and volunteering. The 2024 Whenuapai Athletics Day was a 
tremendous success, and we are grateful to everyone for their efforts and enthusiasm. 

Thank you to Mr Ian Shirtcliffe for preparing the fields at both campuses for Athletics 
training and the sports days. 

Athletics Sports Champions for 2024 

Year 7 – Boys Year 7 - Girls Year 8 – Boys Year 8 - Girls 

Alex Sampson Isabella Norman Walker Hamlyn Maile Hahn 

Nga mihi,  
Adam Cels 
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Save the Date 

Friday, 13 December 

4.00-7.00pm 
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Dates for your diary …. 

Wednesday – 6 November 
Kakapo (Year 5&6) Athletics 
6.00pm Board Meeting 

Wednesday – 11 December 
6.00pm - Board Meeting 

Tuesday – 12 November 
NW Year 5&6 Cricket 

Thursday – 12 December 
Meet the Teacher Day 
Year 8 Erin Pools Visit 

Friday – 15 November 
Kea (Year 1&2) Athletics 

Friday – 13 December 
Mistletoe Mania 

Tuesday – 19 November 
NW Year 7&8 Athletics 

Monday – 16 December 
Sports Prizegiving 

Thursday – 21 November 
HPSS Orientation Day 

Wednesday – 18 December 
Kahu (Year 7&8) Prizegiving 
Year 8 Grad Dinner 

Wednesday – 27 November 
Yr 8 – Massey Meet the Teacher Visit 

Friday – 20 December 
Last day of Term 4 

Tuesday – 3 December 2024 
NW Year 5&6 Tag/Touch 2025 
Wednesday -4 December 
Rainbows Day C.A.R.E Day 

Monday – 3 February  
Meet the Teacher Day 

Mon 9 to Wed 11 – December 
Science Fair 

Tuesday – 4 February  
First Day of School for 2025 

 

 

  

 

We’re excited to announce Mistletoe Mania is back! 
Join us on Friday, 13th December at the Junior Campus. 

We’re looking for volunteers to help run the nacho, 
sausage sizzle, burger, sushi, and baked goods stalls. If 
you can cook sausages or hand out burgers, we need 
you! 

Choose from 3 time slots: 3:00–4:30pm, 4:30–6:00pm, 
or 6:00–8:00pm (or until sold out), so you’ll still have 
plenty of time to enjoy the evening with your family. 

Join in with a friend and we can put you on the same 
stall. If you are available to help, please add your name 
on the below link.   

Thanks for your support! 

Mistletoe Mania Helpers - Please Click Here 

Library News 
Scholastics Book Club  
      Issue 7 out now! 

CLICK HERE TO ORDER ONLINE  

 

CLICK HERE TOP VIEW CATALOGUE 

 

Halloween Surprise  

Last Thursday, students were in for a Halloween surprise!  

A witch had mysteriously appeared, casting a spell of 
excitement and intrigue. Whaea Helen, in full witchy attire, 
did an amazing job captivating the students with story time. 

Well done, Whaea Helen. 

    

 

 

Hilton Brown Hobsonville 

https://swim.school.nz/ 

5 Rawiri Place, Hobsonville. Ph: 09 666 0240 

hobsonville@hiltonbrownswimming.co.nz 

Thanks to one of our 
amazing parents (Jess), the  
secondhand uniform room   

will be open for sales every week: 

• When: Wednesday Afternoons 

• Where: Room 21 

• Time: 3.00-3:30pm  
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North West Year 7 & 8 Badminton  
Whenuapai School was proudly represented at the Norwest 
Badminton competition on Thursday, 31st October, held at the 
Waitakere Badminton Stadium in Royal Heights, Massey. Our 
students played several matches against other Norwest 
schools, showcasing commendable performance and school 
spirit. For most, this was their first competitive event, providing 
a valuable opportunity to learn and apply basic techniques in 
real game settings. They also gained experience in umpiring 
and officiating. 

A special thanks goes to Pooja Kappatralla and Zihui Yu for their support with transport and supervision. The 
Year 7 & 8 Whenuapai School representative badminton team members are Emma S, Yi L,Resha T, Prapthi K and 
Connor Harrison. Well done to you all! 

Celebrating Success - Auckland Brick Show 2024 
Two of our Year 3 superstars from Sanaya and her friend Tom took the Auckland Brick Show 2024 by storm! 
Tom claimed first place in the Ramp Car Build Challenge, with his car traveling the longest distance. Then, 
together as a team, they won first place in the Space Build Challenge, constructing an incredible space shuttle 
complete with an astronaut capsule, launch support scaffold, and rocket transporter. Their creativity, intense 
focus, and teamwork truly shone through, earning them a couple more smaller prizes for other builds as well. 

The excitement didn’t end there—their prizes included even more Lego, so the building continued right through 
to Sunday evening! We’re so proud of their dedication, imagination, and unstoppable enthusiasm! 
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Music Lessons at Whenuapai School 

Visit: https://musiqhub.co.nz/ 

 For more information, contact: 
Gloria Arboleda Martinez 
0274 422 654 
Gloria.arboleda@musiqhub.co.nz 
 
 
For DRUMS email: paul.barry@musiqhub.co.nz 

 

 
 

For our Policies and Procedures please visit 
SchoolDocs at: www.schooldocs.co.nz/ 

User – whenuapai  Password – airport 

Copyright: Except where stated, the content on this site is 
the copyright of SchoolDocs Ltd. It may not be 

reproduced without written permission from SchoolDocs. 
 

 
 

sKids - Before and After School Care 

 

2024 Parent Handbook 

There is a Parent Handbook 
available on our school website 
with lots of useful information. 

You can check it out by clicking 
on the following link: 

 

     Click Here 

 

School Notices: 
Staff Professional 
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63 Brigham Creek Road 

  

 

 

 
 

Click here for a free assessment & trial lesson. 

Email: northwest@numberworks.com  
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