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Tena Koutou, 

It’s hard to believe we are now halfway through Term 1. As the days fly by and we embark on another exciting 
week filled with learning, growth, and discovery, we want to take a moment to highlight the invaluable 
partnership between home and school. 

At Whenuapai School, we firmly believe that the collaboration between home and school plays a pivotal role in 
nurturing the success and well-being of our tamariki. When parents and educators work hand in hand, our 
tamariki flourish both academically and socially. Together, we form a powerful team dedicated to providing the 
best possible support and opportunities for each and every child. 

Strengthening and maintaining the home-school connection is very important to us. Effective communication 
and collaboration between home and school are essential for creating a positive and enriching educational 
experience for our tamariki. We encourage whānau to stay actively involved in their child's education by: 

• Regularly communicating with teachers regarding their child's progress, concerns, or any support needed. 

• Participating in school events, meetings, and parent-teacher conferences to stay informed and engaged. 

• Supporting their child's learning journey at home through activities, discussions, and encouragement. 

By working together as a unified team, we can ensure that every child receives the personalised attention and 
support they need to thrive academically and emotionally. 

A critical aspect of our partnership is maintaining consistency in behaviour expectations between home and 
school. While we acknowledge that each family may have different norms and rules, it's essential to emphasise 
that what is acceptable behaviour at home might not always align with the expectations in a school setting. 

We kindly ask you to continue to reinforce our vision and core values 
of Mana (Respect Ourselves), Ako (Respect Learning), Kaitiakitanga 
(Respect Environment), and Kotahitanga (Respect Others). Since the 
start of the year, we have noticed a change in some of our student’s 
language and use of negative degrading words.  It is particularly 
noticeable when they become frustrated or upset, they resort to 
using these comments to put others down to make themselves feel 
better or elevate their status within their friend group. 

Together, let's continue to foster a supportive and collaborative 
partnership between home and school, where our shared 
commitment to our tamariki’s success shines through in all that we 
do. 

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to our kura.  

Ngā mihi, Adam Cels 
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Swimming Sports 2024 - Results 

Congratulations to our 2024 Swimming Champions: 

Year Swim Champion 

Year 5 Girls Molly Murch 

Year 5 Boys Matteo Lou 

Year 6 Girls Xanthe Peterson 

Year 6 Boys Fletchie Uren 

Year 7 Girls Tegan Fletcher 

Year 8 Girls Darcie Fletcher 

Year 8 Boys Walker Hamlyn 

And thank you to our wonderful neighbours on the Air Force 
Base for the use of their amazing pool. 

 

Ramadan 2024  

As we enter the month of Ramadan, we extend warm 
greetings to all of our families observing this significant time. 
Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic lunar calendar, 
marked by fasting from sunrise to sunset, prayers, and 
spiritual reflection. 

This year, Ramadan in New Zealand is expected to start on 
the evening of Monday, 11 March 2024, and will conclude 
on the evening of Monday, 8 April 2024. During this period, 
many of our students and their families will be participating 
in fasting and engaging in acts of charity and kindness. 

At Whenuapai School we recognise the importance of 
embracing diversity and understanding various cultural and 
religious practices. We encourage all members of our school 
community to show respect and support to those observing 
Ramadan. 

As we celebrate the rich tapestry of cultures within our 
school, let us take this opportunity to foster understanding, 
empathy, and unity. 

Wishing all those observing 
Ramadan a peaceful and fulfilling 
month ahead. 
 

Dates for your diary …. 

Monday – 18 March  
NW Swimming Champs 

Monday – 01 April 
Easter Monday – No School 

Thursday – 21 March 
Tough Kid Event 

Tuesday – 02 April 
Easter Tuesday – No School 

Tuesday – 26 March 
Walk to School Day 

Sunday – 07 April  
Shore to Shore Event 

Wednesday – 27 March 
Year 7/8 Vaccinations 

Thursday 11 April 
NW Tennis – Year 7&8 

Thursday – 28 March 
FOW Bake Sale 

Friday – 12 April 
Last Day of Term 1 

Friday – 29 March 
Good Friday – No School 

Monday – 29 April 
First Day of Term 2 

 

 

  

Join your teachers and walk to school! 

When: Tuesday, 26 March 2024 

Meet at 8.15am at the Parkhouse Playground. 

 

See you there!! 
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PB4L – Positive Behaviour for Learning 
Over the next few weeks, our whole-school PB4L focus will be: 

• ‘Mana’ - Respect for Self and  

• ‘Kotahitanga’ - Respect for Others. 
Term 1 has been super busy and, as we reach the midpoint of the term, we are noticing 
many of our tamariki are feeling tired and overwhelmed as they manage the high 
temperatures, extra-curricular activities, sports events, and the mahi in the classroom. 
On occasion, this can make us less tolerant of others, we may find it more difficult to 
stop and think before we act, and we can easily become frustrated at ourselves and 
others. Self-control is the art of being the master of oneself, even when facing 
temptations and challenges. Learning to respect personal boundaries, and keep our 
hands and feet to ourselves, is an important social-emotional skill that helps all our 
tamariki develop positive relationships and creates a safe and respectful school 
environment. 

In the classroom this can look like: 
• Wearing our correct school uniform. 
• Listening to our kaiako. 
• Collaboration and working together in a group. 
• Sharing ideas and opinions. 
• Listening to one another respectfully. 
• Affirming others - recognising and acknowledging someone else's hard work. 

In the playground this can look like: 
• Wearing our pōtae (sunhat). 
• Sharing the equipment and taking turns. 
• Respectful disagreement.  
• Actively seeking support to resolve conflict. 

At home this can look like: 
• Giving and receiving compliments. 
• When there are disagreements, calmly discussing the 

issue and reaching a compromise or resolution. 
• Learning to apologise - recognising that everyone 

makes mistakes. 

 

 

Real Parents is a great website for parents and whānau. It has 
been created by professionals and is full of useful tips and 
strategies to support our tamariki. 

                             

 

 

 

 

https://realparents.org/
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Music Lessons at Whenuapai School 
Visit: https://musiqhub.co.nz/ 

 
For more information, contact: 
Gloria Arboleda Martinez 
0274 422 654 
Gloria.arboleda@musiqhub.co.nz 

 
 

For our Policies and Procedures please visit  
SchoolDocs at: www.schooldocs.co.nz/ 

User – whenuapai  Password – airport 

Copyright: Except where stated, the content on this site is the copyright of 
SchoolDocs Ltd. It may not be reproduced without written permission  

from SchoolDocs. 

 

 
 Job Vacancy 

Office Administrator & Grounds Keeper 

Are you interested in joining our amazing team? 

If you are a multi-talented individual who enjoys a 
varied role encompassing both administrative tasks and 
outdoor work, we want to hear from you! 

We are seeking a versatile and enthusiastic individual 
to join our team as a Support Staff Extraordinaire at 
our new senior campus on Trig Road. This unique role 
offers a blend of indoor administrative duties and 
outdoor grounds keeping responsibilities, providing an 
exciting opportunity for someone who thrives in 
diverse work environments. 

For more details click on the link below: 

https://www.seek.co.nz/job/74305891 

sKids - Before and After School Care 

 

 

School Notices: 
Staff Professional Development 
Staff professional development is crucial for enhancing teaching 
practices. Thank you to all teachers and support staff for renewing 
their first aid certificates last week. 

We have now commenced our whole school staff professional development program for reading instruction, in 
partnership with Massey University. This comprehensive program spans 80 hours of learning spread throughout the 
year. Our inaugural session was both engaging and focused on the teaching of letter sound acquisition and 
reading/spelling rules. 

 

2024 Parent Handbook 

There is a Parent Handbook available on our 
School website with lots of useful information.  
You can check it out by clicking on the following link: 

https://www.whenuapai.school.nz/information/general-
admin/ 

 

 

Staff Professional Development – What’s been happening …… 

Staff professional development is crucial for enhancing teaching practices. Thank you 
to all teachers and support staff for renewing their first aid certificates last week. 

We have now commenced our whole school staff professional development program for reading instruction, in 
partnership with Massey University. This comprehensive program spans 80 hours of learning spread throughout 
the year. Our inaugural session was both engaging and focused on the teaching of letter sound acquisition and 
reading/spelling rules. 
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General Notices: 
 
 
 
 

Staff Professional Development 
Staff professional development is crucial for enhancing teaching practices.  
Thank you to all teachers for renewing their first aid certificates last week. 
We have started our whole school staff professional development for the teaching of reading. We are working with 
Massey University. The contract is for 80 hours of learning spread throughout the year. The first session was a 
great sound focused on the teaching of letter sound acquisition and reading / spelling rules. 
 

 

                                                                     

 

2024 Shore to Shore  
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