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Tēnā koutou, 

In this week’s newsletter we are going to take a slight U-turn from our usual format. Instead of the normal information and 
fortnightly spiel from the Principal, we are instead going to celebrate many of our fantastic tamariki as we have several amazing 
stories to share with you. 

Speech Winners – On Thursday 31 August 2023, three students represented 
Whenuapai School at the Kahui Ako (Community of Learning) speech finals. This year’s 
theme was Kaitiakitanga and each student took an interesting twist on the concepts. 
Šárka Langton suggested we remove human habitats in the South Island and turn it 
into a large bird sanctuary, Lucy Zanders argued that Barbie has both positive and 
negative impacts on women, and finally, Coban Hosking advocated how important it 
was to look after Pokemon cards. We are incredibly proud of all three students who 
each came away with a placing. For the Year 7/8 competition Šárka placed first and 
Lucy, third and for the Year 5&6 competition, Coben placed second ….well done to all. 

Donated Art Work – two of our amazingly talented Year 8 students, Maiyan and Shalev 
Walhaus-Yahel, have created some stunning murals for our kura. Shalev painted four 
amazing designs for each of our school houses and Maiyan painted two murals and provided 
the following information about his incredible artwork “this mural is for one of my bar 
mitzvah challenges. A bar mitzvah is a Jewish tradition, it's where a boy turns thirteen and 
is classified as a young man. They have a big celebration, and some parents make them do 
thirteen challenges which is the traditional way. This is mainly why I chose to do this 
community service. In the mural you will notice four different aircraft: the Boeing, Seasprite, 
Orion, and Hercules. These planes are the house planes of Whenuapai School. They are 
displayed around the mural with other features such as a forest, the Air Base and four birds. 
The four birds are the Kiwi, Tui, Fantail, and Kea. You will notice they are all NZ natives. My 
mural is to be seen in the senior campus. Overall, I have enjoyed taking time for this project 
and I hope you like it. Maiyan - Boeing House Captain”. We have been blown away by the 
talent of both boys and are incredibly grateful for the gift to Whenuapai School. We can’t 
wait for you to see their artwork hung up around the kura soon. 

All Black Mascot – Some of you may have recently seen on TV a story about one of our incredible young 
students, Mason Millan. At the age of two, Mason was diagnosed with leukemia and underwent 
chemotherapy for over three long years. This incredibly strong and brave young man fought so hard over 
this grueling time and amazingly is now cancer free. Recently Mason was featured on Seven Sharp to share 
his story of not only battling leukemia but also to celebrate him being chosen as one of four recipients in 
the ‘Defenders of Tomorrow’ competition. Being selected as a Defender of Tomorrow means Mason will be 
flown to France (with his family) and will have the honor of walking on to the field as a team mascot for the 
All Blacks in the upcoming Rugby World Cup. An amazing opportunity for this rugby loving, incredibly brave 
young man. Mason's story serves as a powerful reminder of courage, resilience, and positivity, and we are 
so happy for him to have this amazing opportunity. We are looking forward to hearing all about it on his 
return. If you would like to see more of Mason’s story please click here! 

AIMS – This week we have a group of amazing young athletes competing at the NZAIMS Games in Tauranga. We have tamariki 
competing in the following events: rock climbing, cross country, mountain biking and football. We want to wish them all the very 
best for an amazing week and can’t wait to hear how it all goes! 

Community Survey – And finally (slightly off topic) a reminder …. If you would like to provide us with feedback on inclusive education 
or anything else about Whenuapai School, please complete our community survey (CLICK HERE TO ACCESS). Alternatively, our door 
is always open and we are happy to hear your feedback, suggestions or comments. 

Ngā mihi nui, Adam Cels 
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Mountain Biking (MTB) 
We had some of our great mountain bike riders compete 
in the Auckland Secondary Schools MTB series for 2023. 

The three students were Astyn Nasmith, Kaylan Nasmith 
and Joash Murray. All three students are to be 
commended on their commitment and performances in 
their chosen sport. Congratulations on a fantastic series 
and we wish them luck in the AIMS tournament this 
week where they will represent Whenuapai School. 

The series was a five-race series for Years 7-13 and the 
results are below: 

Hunua Ranges Race. 
Astyn - 1st in under 13s girls (1:23:47) 
Kaylan - 2nd in under 13s girls (1:27:42) 

Totora Park Race 
Kaylan - 1st in under 13s girls (54:07) 
Astyn - 2nd in under 13s girls (58:21) 

Waitawa Regional Park Race 
Astyn - 1st in under 13s girls (51:48) 
Kaylan - 2nd in under 13s girls (54:24) 
Joash - 11th in under 13s boys (1:00:53) 

Woodhill MTB Park Race 
Astyn - 1st in under 13s girls (42:50) 
Kaylan - 2nd in under 13s girls (42:56) 
Joash - 8th in under 13s boys (46:32) 

Sunday’s race at Woodhill was a quick, dry track 
compared to the wet and muddy mess of the previous 
races. 

Astyn took out the overall series to be Auckland champ 
in under 13 girls and Kaylan was 2nd. 

A special thank you to Jason & Heidi Murray from 
Bathroom Renovations Auckland for providing the team 
with a new uniform. 

   

Dates for your diary …. 

4-8 September 
AIMS Games 2023 

Friday – 22 September 
Last day of Term 3 

Wednesday - 6 September 
6pm - Board Meeting 

Monday – 9 September 
First day of Term 4 

Monday - 11 September 
Road Patrol Training 

Monday – 23 September 
Labour Day 

Wednesday - 20 September 
NW Year 7/8 Volleyball 

Thursday – 26 September 
NW Year 7&8 Badminton 

Wednesday - 20 September 
Performance Arts 

Tuesday – 31 October 
NW Year 7&8 Touch 

Wednesday - 20 September 
School Disco 

Friday – 3 November  
Gumboot Friday 

   

SPORTS 
Cross Country Championships 
It was great conditions for our Whenuapai School representatives 
at the Auckland Cross Country Championships on 29 August 23. 

Our four runners, that had placed in the top 10 at the North West 
Cross Country Champs, got the opportunity to race against 
intermediate students from North Harbour, Central Auckland, 
West Auckland, East Auckland, Counties Manukau and Franklin. 
They all ran exceptionally well on a course that consisted of steep 
inclines and undulating hills. 
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The walking school bus (WSB) is a great way to travel to 
school and avoid the congestion! It’s also a wonderful way 
for school. families in the community get to know each other. 

The WSB will leave from 9 Ngahue Cres at 8.20am every 
Tuesday heading east (see the route below). 

If you'd like to join the walking school bus please contact 
Michaela White at michaelapamela@gmail.com  
or 021 186 5876 for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

sKids Before & After School Care 

 

CLICK HERE TO BOOK 
 

For more information about starting a WSB at your school 

AT.govt.nz/walkingschoolbus or email us at 

walkingschoolbus@aucklandtransport.govt.nz 

  

 
Important – please keep the bus stop and section of road 
leading to the bus stop clear at all times.  

For the health and safety of our tamariki and their whānau, it 
is important that this area remains clear so that our buses can 
safely park to load and unload our students. 

Your cooperation is appreciated! 

No parking or stopping in the 
school bus bay area please! 

Disco Tickets on Kindo now!! 
    Pizza slices available to preorder. 

 
 

Costumes can be anything made from products from 
around the house. The idea is not to buy costumes but 

instead make, re use anything on hand. 

   

CLICK HERE TO GET YOUR TICKETS 
 

mailto:michaelapamela@gmail.com
https://enrolmy.com/skids-whenuapai/book-now/19-sKids-Whenuapai-3-to-13-July-2023-Term-2-Holiday-Programme
https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/index.html
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Community Notices 

 

 

 
 
 

• Email: northwest@numberworks.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2023 Parent Handbook 
There is a Parent Handbook available on our school  
website with lots of useful information. You can check  
it out by clicking on the following link: 

https://www.whenuapai.school.nz/information/general-admin/ 

 

 

 

 

For our Policies and Procedures please visit  
SchoolDocs at: www.schooldocs.co.nz/ 

User – whenuapai  Password – airport 

Copyright: Except where stated, the content on this site is the  
copyright of SchoolDocs Ltd. It may not be reproduced  

without written permission from SchoolDocs. 

TERM 3 Review Topic Open Now:  

Curriculum and Student Achievement 

PLEASE CLICK HERE 

 

 
Click here for a free assessment and trial lesson. 

 

• Email: northwest@numberworks.com 

 

CLICK HERE - To join our 
Whenuapai School parents page!  

 

 

mailto:northwest@numberworks.com
https://www.whenuapai.school.nz/information/general-admin/
file:///C:/Users/wrigh/Documents/School/Newsletter/www.schooldocs.co.nz/
https://whenuapai.schooldocs.co.nz/index.htm?toc.htm?1893.htm?id=ac274622-88e0-4c0d-8bbb-e33d10f0ae49
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__numberworksnwords.com_nz_free-2Dassessment_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CWkH-wajQ_4TRxe4PkE8WKWkgt6vgp_g9m0S7eefatg&m=bP4p4eI9dd9l_xkroRjNRE0jMrOK38WroESsoh4DRwyg7bQAf-FyduTv8sDum73l&s=_mjLGaXp9xUA0o_176Lc15PiD8b-QwVF7y46AlAT4Q4&e=
mailto:northwest@numberworks.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/222730558276603/?ref=share&mibextid=NSMWBT
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Please visit: https://www.kiwikickstars.com/                                           Please visit: www.sports-x.info/ourprograms 
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